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THIRD GRADE NEWS

This school year is a big year for the third grade
students as they transitioned to Gavlak School.  Ms.
Sutera and Ms. Sondej teach Math and Ms. Foy and
Ms. Grycuk teach Language Arts.  In Math, the
students are brushing up on their addition and
subtraction skills and learning new things like rounding
and the properties of addition.  They are eager to learn
their multiplication facts in November. In Language
Arts, we are starting the school year off in a ¨sweet¨
way.  The students are enjoying the novel ¨The
Lemonade War.¨  We had fun making lemonade along
with writing a paragraph on how to make lemonade.
We are so happy all 3rd Grade students are together!

SCHOOL LIBRARY UPDATE

My name is Mrs. Florie, and I am filling in as the K-6
Media Specialist for both Gavlak and Jefferson Schools
until Mrs. Failla’s return. My role as Media Specialist is
to enhance your child’s love for reading, demonstrate
good reading habits, and facilitate the use of
computers and technology to support the grade level
curriculum.
We have been VERY busy in our Library/media classes
this year!   In Gavlak School, we are focusing on Digital
Citizenship and how to use technology in a responsible
way to learn, create, and navigate digital media.  We
have had many fantastic conversations about media
balance to get the students to explore ways to unplug
from the digital world and integrate both digital and
nondigital activities into their schedules. As the school
year progresses, we will move on to exploring Google
apps including “Google Sheets, Slides and Docs”
paired with educational activities and projects.  In an
effort to get the students excited about reading, I have
introduced two read aloud books  that we end each
class with: “Schooled,” by Gordon Korman for Grades
5-6
and “The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane,” by
Kate DiCamillo for Grades 3-4. Both books have
sparked wonderful conversations in class.
I a

ART IS IN SESSION!

Art class is off and running this year! We started the
year off by discussing the book “The Dot'' by Peter H.
Reynolds and talked about it’s message of
encouragement, creativity and inspiration. Each
student then created their very own, special DOT which
is displayed in the school.
Now we are moving into fall-ish projects. Third graders
are learning about the contemporary artist Yayoi
Kusama and her sculptures and installation art. They
are creating pumpkins inspired by her work. Fourth
Graders are celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month by
making their own, creative “Sugar Skull.” We also
discussed animation movies that are about “Dia de los
Muertos.” Fifth Graders are busy working on their
Zentangle Pumpkins. Zentangles are repeated patterns
that are meant to be meditative and relaxing. Be sure
to ask them about how we colored them! So exciting
and fun! Sixth Graders are making Tim Burton inspired
self portraits. I am just in love with them! Tim Burton is
an American film director, producer, writer and artist.
Students will also be learning some shading
techniques during this project.
I am already excited about what is happening in the Art
Classes and can’t wait to see what is yet to come!

Mrs. Mecca, Art Teacher

HALLOWEEN PARADE - Oct 29th
Gr. 3 & 4 - 2:00 pm
Gr.5 & 6 - 2:15 pm

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION
The PTA Officers for this school year are as follows:

President: Melissa Wisniewski
Vice President Christine Latino
Treasurer: Karolina Poweska
Corr. Secretary: Susanne Preinfalk
Rec. Secretary: Lisette Trujillo

Congratulations to our new PTA Officers and thank you
for a great start to a new school year.

Ms. Nancy J. Giambrone-Principal


